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R = Republican and D = Democratic

For brevity, I refer to the Republican version as “R” and the Democratic version as “D”.

Intention and Caveats

I will try to present here a balanced comparison of Republican and Democratic proposals on health care reform for the United States. 

Let me first acknowledge my own biases. I voted for Obama, partly because I believe guaranteed universal health care is more efficient than optional privately contracted arrangements. I presently think I voted wisely. I don’t consider myself a liberal. I don’t consider myself a conservative.

Substantially common provisions in R and D

1. Both assert they will reduce the cost of health insurance premiums for small businesses and families.


2. “Low-cost” or “affordable” national high-risk pools (R calls these “Universal Access Programs”) to protect people with preexisting conditions.


3. Multiple uses of the word “affordable” without defining it. I take this as an intention of both R and D.


4. Medical liability reforms to prevent defensive medicine.


5. Prevents insurers from canceling coverage, except for demonstrable fraud.


6. Both assert they don’t increase the deficit.


Some provisions are hard to judge

I think there is room for agreement among willing negotiators.

1. Medicare. D “protects Medicare for seniors”. R “protects seniors Medicare benefits”. R says “the Pelosi bill” will cut Medicare benefits for seniors. R says that R will not increase Medicare premiums. D says benefits will improve in quality. D says prescription drugs benefits will improve financially. D says there will be a maximum of $4,080 for out-of-pocket spending for Medicare beneficiaries.


2. Exchange, high-risk pools, and national extents. D proposes an insurance Exchange, apparently spanning state lines that would allow small businesses and uninsured persons to compare policies and choose the least costly. R and D propose national high-risk, low-cost pools. For D, they are interim measures pending establishment of the Exchange.


Provisions found in R not found in D

1. Assertions that R lowers health care premiums by “up to 10%” and costs by “nearly $5,000” for “millions”. These assertions are couched in vague terms so that they couldn’t be disproven under any circumstances. D makes no similar statements with figures. (Both R and D include vague terms that allow proponents ample political wiggle room.) 


2. Mention of reinsurance programs associated with guaranteed access to affordable care for all Americans. 


3. Incentive payments to states that reduce premiums and reduce the number of uninsured persons.


4. Asserts it encourages employers to reward employees for adopting healthier lifestyles.


5. New incentives (unspecified) for HSA Health Savings Accounts.


6. Coverage of dependents on parents’ policies through age 25.


7. R contains many derisory references to Democrats and their proposals. I simply don’t find this kind of insult in D.


8. “No Tax Increases. Period.”


9. Assertion that R promotes innovation and preventive care.


10. Prohibits use of federal funds to pay for abortion.


Provisions found in D not found in R

1. Asserts D lowers the cost of health care for government.


2. Caps annual out-of-pocket expenses per person. No lifetime coverage limit.


3. Preventative care, without deductibles or copays.


4. Tax credits to help people and small businesses buy insurance.


5. “Public health insurance option”, intended to give uninsured persons affordable insurance. This is an insurance company, managed for actuarial soundness much like a mutual company, created by the legislation and competing with other insurance companies.


6. Independent commission of doctors to identify waste, fraud and abuse in the health care system.


7. Requires large employers to insure their employees.


8. Requires persons “who can afford it” to buy insurance.


Sources of information

For the Republican version, I chose http://gopleader.gov/UploadedFiles/Summary_of_Republican_Alternative_Health_Care_plan_Updated_11-04-09.pdf . 

For the Democratic version, I chose http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/obama_plan_card.pdf . 

Both of these claim to be summaries. I read them carefully.

I supplemented the summaries with the following documents, which I read less carefully. 

For R, http://www.gop.gov/solutions/healthcare and http://www.gopleader.gov/UploadedFiles/11-06-09_10_Reasons_to_Support_the_GOP_Health_Care_Bill.pdf . 

For D, http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/health-care/plan and http://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/legislation?id=0327  and http://edlabor.house.gov/documents/111/pdf/publications/AHCAA-PUBLICOPTION-102909.pdf .


--end--

